ii4                LETTERS FROM SAMOA
envied, the large and really beautiful rooms: all the more that Louis had once thought of buying this very house, but had given up the idea on account of its situation in the low and airless quarter of Apia. There is no doubt that
Vailima is much more healthy.   Well, Mr. H___
was hurriedly called away to Sydney last Tuesday, and he sent us up a very kind message, putting both Abdul and his house at our service while he was away; and that very night Louis and Fanny were glad to take advantage of his offer, and most comfortable they were. We quite feel as if we had grown in importance, now that we have (temporarily) a ' town house'!
Mary and I are still hard at work doing the books, about which business I already told you, I think. It is a long and wearisome process, and we are both very tired of it; but now that the table-work has been entirely given over to Faiima and the pantry-boy, Lauilo, Mary is entirely attached to me and is wholly at my orders. Thus we get much more done than when she had other duties, and I hope we shall soon be 'through/ It is really a very necessary piece of work, and Louis is very glad to have it done for him; but there is no doubt we are greatly in his way, and one day he proposed to bribe us to leave him alone! When I said we were nearly finished, he remarked, 'Then I'll keep my money for something more pressing/